Ban on battery
cages Is under
threat

The 1999 EU Laying Hens Directive bans conventional battery cages for egg-laying
hens as from 2012. That ban is now under threat. The Directive requires the

cage ban to be reviewed before it comes into force. This review will be taking place
over the next few months.
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Many EU egg producers are pushing for the ban to be dropped or postponed for
many years.

Compassion in World Farming (CIWF) believes that the ban on
conventional battery cages must not be postponed - it should
come into force on the date set by the Directive: 1 January
2012.

Battery cages are inhumane. They are so tiny that the hens cannot even stretch
their wings and are prevented from carrying out their natural behaviours.
Scientiyc research has established that hens have powerful drives to lay their eggs
in a nest, peck and scratch in the ground, dust-bathe and perch. None of these
behaviours is possible in the battery cage.

Moreover, the severe restriction of movement in the cage leads to high levels of
osteoporosis and so to many battery hens suffering from broken bones.

'\ Scientiyc research fully backs the cage ban:
‘ * The report by the European Food Safety Authority shows that
the inability to behave naturally and the high levels of
osteoporosis pose a particularly severe threat to the
welfare of battery hens.

= The recent LayWel report, prepared for the European Commission,
concludes that “the welfare of laying hens is severely
compromised in conventional cages” and that these cages
do not have the potential to provide satisfactory welfare.
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