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FORMAL COMPLAINT TO EUROPEAN COMMISSION ABOUT 
BRITISH PIG INDUSTRY’S REPEATED BREACHES OF BAN 
ON TAIL DOCKING  
 
Compassion in World Farming has today (29 February) submitted a Formal Complaint 
to the European Commission about the failure of the Department of the Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) to enforce the law that prohibits the routine tail docking 
of pigs.  Docking involves cutting off part of the tail, invariably without anaesthetic. 
 

A report by the European Food Safety Authority and Compassion in World Farming’s recent 

supermarket survey show that 75-80% of British pigs are still tail docked five years after the 

ban came into force. EU legislation banned the routine tail docking of pigs in 2003.  Many 

British pig farmers ignore the law. 

 

Tail docking – which scientific research has established to be painful – is carried out to 

prevent tail biting.   

 

Most pigs today are farmed industrially.  They are packed into overcrowded barren pens and 

are usually kept on slatted or perforated floors without any straw.  In natural conditions pigs 

are highly active spending 75% of their day rooting, foraging and exploring.  Such activities 

are impossible for industrially farmed pigs.   

 

Bored and frustrated, they begin to chew and bite the only other ‘thing’ in their pens: the tails 

of other pigs.  To prevent this, farmers cut the pigs tails off.  
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Scientific research shows that the right way to prevent tail biting is to keep the pigs in good 

conditions, not to dock their tails. This argument was accepted by the EU when it banned 
routine tail docking in 2003. 

 
 Peter Stevenson, Chief Policy Adviser said, “I am shocked that many British pig farmers are 

flouting the law that bans routine tail docking.  Despite repeated requests to Defra, they have 

failed to take effective action to enforce this law – this is why we have today made a Formal 

Complaint to the European Commission.   

 

“Tail docking props up the factory farming of pigs.  If farmers could not tail dock, they would 

have to provide higher welfare conditions for the pigs – in particular, they would have to give 

their pigs enough space to prevent overcrowding and straw to enable them to engage in their 

natural rooting and exploratory behaviours.” 
 
For more information please contact Emily Durrant at Emily@ciwf.org.uk 
or 01483 521952 or 07771 926 005 (out of office). 
 


