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By completing our letter to the editor template after your event, you are spreading Compassion’s message even further to the local people in your area and most importantly, thanking them for getting involved and helping our cause to end farm animal suffering.
It is a lot easier for newspapers to receive letters via email. If you do not have access to the internet, perhaps a friend or family member can help you distribute them.
If you have received this template in our Bake with Compassion Toolkit, simply rewrite it into an email. If you have downloaded this template from our website then you should be able to just delete our instructions (once you’ve read them of course!) and paste the text into an email.
1. Think of a catchy title with the amount raised or location name in it. Below are some examples to inspire you! 

    Godalming bakes for Compassion
     Thank you to everyone in Godalming
    Locals raise £xxx for Compassion
     Godalming says no to battery eggs

2. Fill in the blanks in the template letter overleaf with as much detail as possible and when it comes to your quote, try to keep it short and simple as this will have more impact! If you would like to place some facts in your quote then please find some below or visit our website ciwf.org.

· Bake with Compassion 7th-13th June is Compassion in World Farming’s annual fundraiser to raise vital funds to end cruel factory farming practices and also raise consumer awareness about higher welfare produce such as free-range eggs.

· Even though we have a designated week, people can take part throughout the year for convenience.

· Buying free-range eggs can help Compassion end the suffering for millions of battery hens.
· Under EU law, the minimum floor space each bird is allowed is less than an A4 sheet of paper.

· A barren battery cage prevents a hen from carrying out her natural behaviours, such as foraging for food, laying her eggs in a nest, roosting, stretching her wings and dust-bathing. This causes her significant physical and psychological stress.

· The UK alone consumes over 29 million eggs per day. 
· A battery hen spends her short life crammed into a small wire cage with several other hens. The floor is made of wire mesh. She has nothing to scratch at.
· It is estimated that over 60% of the world’s eggs are produced in industrial systems, mostly using battery cages.
· Compassion in World Farming campaigns peacefully to end all cruel factory farming practices. We believe that farm animals should not and need not suffer.
3. Once you have completed our template, it’s time to send it off to the local papers. If you sent a press release to your papers to advertise your event, send it to the same papers so they can write a follow up story. 

    Simply do a search online for newspapers in your town or area; it should be easy to find the contact details on the newspapers website. In the subject of your email put the title of your letter followed by “Letter to Editor” in the main body of the email. You may like to say a little about yourself and how important it is for the local community to know how well your Bake with Compassion event went. Perhaps even ask the newspaper to take part! 

     Thank you so much from everyone at Compassion for taking the time to help us spread our message about farm animal welfare further. Media attention is vital in our mission to end factory farming. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

INSERT CATCHY TITLE
*Date*                                                 

Dear Editor

I would like to thank the people of *town/area* for their recent support during Bake with Compassion week, 7-13th June. With the help of *friends/family/colleagues* we sold free-range baked goodies at *Venue/Location* and raised *£ X*.
The cakes sold contained only free-range eggs to help raise awareness for caged hens and all proceeds raised will go to Compassion in World Farming, the leading farm animal welfare charity. 
*Add a personal comment about the event’s success: say a little about how your event went, was it good to see your local community support such fun farm animal welfare events? What did you enjoy the most and why do you support Compassion?”*

If readers would like to take part in Bake with Compassion, they can download a free pack full of ideas from bakewithcompassion.org, if you have any questions call Supporter Services on 01483 521 953.
Yours faithfully,

*your name*
AFTER YOUR EVENT 
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