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Irish Continental Group,  

P.O Box 19 

Alexandra Road 

Dublin 1 

Eircode D01 W2F5 

 

For the attention of: 

Eamonn Rothwell, Chief Executive Officer 

Andrew Sheen, Managing Director of Ferries Division  

 

 

 

Monday 28 September 2026 

 

Subject: Formal notice (mise en demeure) to cease the transport of unweaned calves from Ireland to 

France – Breaches of European Union and French law 

 

Dear Sirs,  

 

We act as legal counsels to Compassion in World Farming France (“CIWF France”), WELFARM and QUATRE 

PATTES (FOUR PAWS France), in connection with the sea transport of unweaned calves carried out by your 

company between Ireland and France for many years. 

 

We have serious grounds for believing that the conditions under which unweaned calves are transported do not 

comply with European and French legal requirements, which are mandatory for all transport of live animals, 

and in particular for highly vulnerable animals such as unweaned calves. 

 

1 – Under European Union law, Regulation 1/2005 applies to the transport of live vertebrate animals carried out 

in connection with an economic activity, from the moment the animals are loaded until they are unloaded, 

including during transfer and rest periods (Regulation 1/2005, Articles 1 and 2).  

 

To begin with, reference should be made to Article 3, which provides that: “No person shall transport animals or 

cause animals to be transported in a way likely to cause injury or undue suffering to them”. 

 

With regard to the transport of unweaned calves by ship, the rules are as follows:
1
 

 

-​ With regard to journey times: 
 

o​ In principle, the journey time for transport by sea is limited to 8 hours (Point 1.2); 
o​ This period may be extended provided that the provisions relating to watering and feeding 

intervals are complied with (Points 1.2, 1.3, 1.4(a) and 1.7(a)).  
 

-​ With regard to the rules on watering and feeding unweaned calves (Point 1.4):  
 

o​ Unweaned calves must be watered after 9 hours of journey time and, “if necessary”, fed 

(Point 1.4 a)). 
 

1
 Annex I, Chapter V, Points 1.2, 1.3, 1.4 (a), 1.5, 1.7, Regulation 1/2005. 

 

de CAMBIAIRE & MEZIANI Associés | 33, rue du Faubourg Poissonnière | 75009  Paris, France |   

Société d’avocats au Barreau de Paris | SELARL AU CAPITAL DE 4 000€ | RCS  PARIS  935  357 186 

Toque Palais Paris L0141 | www.decambiairemeziani.com  

http://www.decambiairemeziani.com


This provision applies to transport by sea, given that Point 1.7(a) provides: “Animals must not 

be transported by sea if the maximum journey time exceeds that laid down in point 1.2 [i.e. 

eight hours], unless the conditions laid down in points 1.3. and 1.4, apart from journey 

times and rest periods, are met.”  

 

Furthermore, The European Commission interprets this as meaning that the requirements on 

journey times and rest periods do not apply during a sea journey but that the requirements 

on feed and water continue to apply. This interpretation is set out in a letter dated 15 June 

2020 from the European Commission to the organisation Eyes on Animals and in its audit 

report dated 22 December 2023 (DG(SANTE) 2022-7503). 

 

Thus, unweaned calves must be given water and, if necessary, fed, every nine hours of 

travel. Moreover, the European Commission’s interpretation of the provisions of Chapter V of 

Annex I to Regulation 1/2005 in its audit report dated 22 December 2023 is that, after 19 hours 

of transport, the animals must be watered and fed. The requirement to feed unweaned calves 

after 19 hours of transport is not qualified by “if necessary”. 

 

In this regard, the Court of Justice of the European Union has clarified that the concept of 

‘travel     ’ must be interpreted as including the time required for loading and unloading the 

animals.
2
  

 
o​ The European Commission provided further details in its 2016 Good Practices Guide on the 

Transport of Young Calves, in which suitable feeding for young calves is defined as 2 litres of 

milk every 12 hours, with a 1-hour rest period before the journey resumes.
3
  

 

Similarly, the most recent scientific evidence from EFSA recommends a maximum feeding 

interval for calves of 12 hours.
4
 

 

These requirements are also enshrined in French law, in the Rural Code, which expressly sanctions 

non-compliance with the rules set out in Regulation 1/2005 (see, in particular, Articles R. 215-6, R. 214-52, R. 

214-53, R. 214-55 and R. 214-56 of the Rural Code). 

 

Furthermore, Article L. 215-11 of the Rural Code provides for criminal sanctions in cases of animal mistreatment, 

and the Egalim Law of 30 October 2018, article 67, extended its scope to transporters of live animals.  

 

2 – In the audit report dated 22 December 2023 (DG(SANTE) 2022-7503), the European Commission stressed 

that, in its view, the transport of unweaned calves from Ireland to France is being carried out in breach of 

Regulation 1/2005 on the protection of animals during transport:  

 

“the fact that calves are not given liquid feed on the roll-on roll-off vessel is contrary to the legal 

requirements of feeding intervals laid down in Chapter V, Annex I to the Regulation, in particular 

Point 1.4(a).”
5
 

 

In an overview report on the transport of unweaned calves published in May 2025 (DG(SANTE) 2023-7925) the 

Commission also states:  

 

“Transport by ferry presents additional challenges, particularly due to prolonged fasting periods. For 

journeys involving long ferry legs, calves are not fed at the required intervals.”
6
 

6 European Commission, Executive Summary of DG(SANTE) 2023-7925 

5 European Commission, Final report of an audit of Ireland carried out from 7 to 17 June 2022 in order to evaluate the protection of 

unweaned calves during long journeys, DG(SANTE) 2022-7503, paragraph 47. 

4 EFSA's Scientific Opinion, Welfare of cattle during transport, September 7
th
, 2022 

3 European Commission, Good Practices Guide, Transport of Calves, 2016, page 2 

2
 CJCE, arrêt du 23 novembre 2006 (question préjudicielle), Hauptzollamt Hamburg-Jonas c/ ZVK Zuchtvieh-Kontor GmbH, aff. C-300/05, 

point 21.  
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It seems clear that Irish Ferries does not comply with the regulations for transporting unweaned calves 

between Ireland and France: 

 

-​ the average journey time for the transport of unweaned calves between Ireland and France is 22 to 24 

hours, according to the European Commission
7
, including the time from loading onto the road vehicle to 

travel to the Irish port, the crossing time from Ireland to Cherbourg and the driving time to the control 

post near Cherbourg;  
 

-​ during the journey, the configuration of the road vehicles in which the calves are transported does not 

allow milk replacer to be distributed, with the result that the calves can only be fed if they are unloaded 

from the truck. It is not possible to unload the calves from the truck while it is on a RORO ferry;  
 

-​ the calves are not fed until they arrive at the Cherbourg control posts, even though the average total 

journey time is 22-24 hours. 
 

     Especially as scientific research on the transport of unweaned calves from Ireland to France shows that these 

journeys can detrimentally impact the biological functioning of unweaned calves, for example resulting in a 

negative energy balance, increased dehydration, muscle fatigue, lowered glucose levels and metabolic stress.
8
 

 

3 – Following the campaign by our client organisations raising concerns that transport conditions were not in 

compliance with the regulations, Brittany Ferries have ceased transporting unweaned calves between Ireland 

and France.  

 

As of today, your company is still operating under the same conditions, which may constitute a breach of both 

European regulations and French law. 

 

Accordingly, we hereby formally give you notice, within fifteen (15) days of receipt of this letter: 

1.​ to cease the transport of unweaned calves from Ireland to the port of Cherbourg, or, in the 

alternative, to suspend those operations until such time as their compliance with Regulation 1/2005 is 

established; 

2.​ to confirm to us in writing your position and the measures adopted; 

3.​ to communicate to us the following documents: 

-​ the transporter authorisation issued pursuant to Articles 6 and 11 of Regulation 1/2005 ; 

-​ the roll-on roll-off vessel approval issued in respect of the ferries currently being used by Irish Ferries for 

the transport of unweaned calves pursuant to Ireland’s Diseases of Animals (Animal Transport) (Roll-on 

Roll-off Vessels) Order 2007; 

-​ the certificates of competence of the attendants assigned to those journeys; 

-​ a detailed description of the arrangements made on board to water and feed unweaned calves after 

nine and nineteen hours of travel.       

 

*** 

8
 Van Dijk et al, 2025. Feeding on the move: assessing the effect of feeding during long-distance ferry transport on the physiology, clinical 

signs of disease and activity of unweaned calves https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1751731125001442 and Siegmann et 

al, 2025. Effects of pre- and post-transport feeding protocols on the metabolism and physiological status of veal calves. Journal of Dairy 

Science, Volume 108, Issue8, August 2025 Effects of pre- and post-transport feeding protocols on the metabolism and physiological 

status of veal calves 

7 European Commission, Final report of an audit of Ireland carried out from 7 to 17 June 2022 in order to evaluate the protection of 

unweaned calves during long journeys, DG(SANTE) 2022-7503, page 17. 
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https://pdf.sciencedirectassets.com/279785/1-s2.0-S0022030225X00084/1-s2.0-S0022030225003777/main.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEFIaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJIMEYCIQCI%2FtOuE8B00loNmln1koj4GPoPH1MWuxVfmm83MdKbjQIhAIwzTVPSf%2FLTPK%2FTTxU3tUx0sP3fw4gPHFINjvD7DXA5KrwFCOv%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEQBRoMMDU5MDAzNTQ2ODY1IgyivrN28rHX1%2BwN9gUqkAWXw6Z%2BSiFLUw7kHq7jL91OR6nllwwrgocutkG%2B7SJPnXVqsQukPob1nxwssdtqHW3oBRRozx4tpgQicXxoAz%2BGcggrwRtTG2%2BAvl28V6X%2B%2FYTY3vpBdpF8ak36MD9PA17EErfG%2FS7G1XcN%2Fg3aG%2Fe389lrikoxR41fVbH%2FjOSGYshZRvG3hLw2oS6uDtKcDT4edzUof5uOqicA2gB%2F1V3gznLyvmewEIjoQe6LNry62S2VMtuqdX6is3cAQZBzGOeFeIfW5kMYnAOuolEUvcl3A8pUQ4ffUIPT3JPU4gWv1UPmi0fPcv52k%2F2uT%2FHuj3L%2BCOWof%2FRfzVCNey6%2BmvNyw3j%2BiohBob20%2F74W%2BRXyuFRvUtwMLKoq0F%2Br4G25XTNX8EriBaIBYPr7sVtaRHHAGK61nSJaIYxkDVFw1Xk1fU8B9ymPVqy9%2Fc6S%2FfL1j5fUsfv9MxuQenbxqz8mmyb5%2BbCMMafKPYSmmVXmqNjHu%2FHBbT4ihlmJMr7r3W6I2P6zXnzN8DdnqpsuHGoqGviKlHyD%2BxZZ66ByqgwgR3mjV%2Buo1PkoB0WreeHIQFHqrNTBNzgAs3MFsSA57%2BOTkfjqK%2FPihUDrya%2BW87IzK0QDKq9AqJSfuHSzD4lFQbsMHonnlrqkA9QpZYMenUc1kjZHNhL4Q2tFmh%2FtqjFBfaGNCm2ddxFRvBhDtFvkEqv8Kvop8INVfuIxYTVxqkwaaNrkJSOZsQljkicnVJzaUpW3GlgR9oejLHq54I5q%2FlJzKk7icjacwMPWzJpl1XQ2rOb%2Blk31sW%2Bv8tNF%2FjyQrBT2kmAMDvSq1THejqnxuPvzqsMedThAudH%2BevQQjWIG16pN1ulq%2Ff%2Ffk%2FAtE%2BlKZfUt3TCRqaPHBjqwAdcRaBfPkedFY%2B8RI7gs87NGTU6%2BG%2Fev1H6qfKI%2Bl%2F%2Bo1LuV%2Ffc5b%2BVSKP%2Fr3DcQ8Wcl6APuuPNcefcrk6oWfvcMBYDt%2B5RRDXN28pXqymXR6DRD9XQFtWQPqXjw0tS%2BvxWZBse7rj6yDepUPiEWRKklrc6Hvc29J8%2F2%2B6KxX9mWcvHSjtusjOSraU8zTTvN6fRR6pB3zCz65xhfCruM%2FKcOOX8bv69ZHUOXAFUlGsmE&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20251010T104227Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAQ3PHCVTYTQBXKBNI%2F20251010%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=fe14bacf0130170f37c7e9ee0337aa733050a303ee74a09a1a68fabed941bb1b&hash=fa156b0673d12111215103580b6e57a090b6f4f617c97cf252a1fb382a71d319&host=68042c943591013ac2b2430a89b270f6af2c76d8dfd086a07176afe7c76c2c61&pii=S0022030225003777&tid=spdf-382efbb7-a1d6-4f41-b781-19e8358449b8&sid=a7207ad273b6724f2b0aca122288c2d2b171gxrqb&type=client&tsoh=d3d3LnNjaWVuY2VkaXJlY3QuY29t&rh=d3d3LnNjaWVuY2VkaXJlY3QuY29t&ua=1d025b5904575e5507&rr=98c582d7cd1560e3&cc=gb
https://pdf.sciencedirectassets.com/279785/1-s2.0-S0022030225X00084/1-s2.0-S0022030225003777/main.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEFIaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJIMEYCIQCI%2FtOuE8B00loNmln1koj4GPoPH1MWuxVfmm83MdKbjQIhAIwzTVPSf%2FLTPK%2FTTxU3tUx0sP3fw4gPHFINjvD7DXA5KrwFCOv%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEQBRoMMDU5MDAzNTQ2ODY1IgyivrN28rHX1%2BwN9gUqkAWXw6Z%2BSiFLUw7kHq7jL91OR6nllwwrgocutkG%2B7SJPnXVqsQukPob1nxwssdtqHW3oBRRozx4tpgQicXxoAz%2BGcggrwRtTG2%2BAvl28V6X%2B%2FYTY3vpBdpF8ak36MD9PA17EErfG%2FS7G1XcN%2Fg3aG%2Fe389lrikoxR41fVbH%2FjOSGYshZRvG3hLw2oS6uDtKcDT4edzUof5uOqicA2gB%2F1V3gznLyvmewEIjoQe6LNry62S2VMtuqdX6is3cAQZBzGOeFeIfW5kMYnAOuolEUvcl3A8pUQ4ffUIPT3JPU4gWv1UPmi0fPcv52k%2F2uT%2FHuj3L%2BCOWof%2FRfzVCNey6%2BmvNyw3j%2BiohBob20%2F74W%2BRXyuFRvUtwMLKoq0F%2Br4G25XTNX8EriBaIBYPr7sVtaRHHAGK61nSJaIYxkDVFw1Xk1fU8B9ymPVqy9%2Fc6S%2FfL1j5fUsfv9MxuQenbxqz8mmyb5%2BbCMMafKPYSmmVXmqNjHu%2FHBbT4ihlmJMr7r3W6I2P6zXnzN8DdnqpsuHGoqGviKlHyD%2BxZZ66ByqgwgR3mjV%2Buo1PkoB0WreeHIQFHqrNTBNzgAs3MFsSA57%2BOTkfjqK%2FPihUDrya%2BW87IzK0QDKq9AqJSfuHSzD4lFQbsMHonnlrqkA9QpZYMenUc1kjZHNhL4Q2tFmh%2FtqjFBfaGNCm2ddxFRvBhDtFvkEqv8Kvop8INVfuIxYTVxqkwaaNrkJSOZsQljkicnVJzaUpW3GlgR9oejLHq54I5q%2FlJzKk7icjacwMPWzJpl1XQ2rOb%2Blk31sW%2Bv8tNF%2FjyQrBT2kmAMDvSq1THejqnxuPvzqsMedThAudH%2BevQQjWIG16pN1ulq%2Ff%2Ffk%2FAtE%2BlKZfUt3TCRqaPHBjqwAdcRaBfPkedFY%2B8RI7gs87NGTU6%2BG%2Fev1H6qfKI%2Bl%2F%2Bo1LuV%2Ffc5b%2BVSKP%2Fr3DcQ8Wcl6APuuPNcefcrk6oWfvcMBYDt%2B5RRDXN28pXqymXR6DRD9XQFtWQPqXjw0tS%2BvxWZBse7rj6yDepUPiEWRKklrc6Hvc29J8%2F2%2B6KxX9mWcvHSjtusjOSraU8zTTvN6fRR6pB3zCz65xhfCruM%2FKcOOX8bv69ZHUOXAFUlGsmE&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20251010T104227Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAQ3PHCVTYTQBXKBNI%2F20251010%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=fe14bacf0130170f37c7e9ee0337aa733050a303ee74a09a1a68fabed941bb1b&hash=fa156b0673d12111215103580b6e57a090b6f4f617c97cf252a1fb382a71d319&host=68042c943591013ac2b2430a89b270f6af2c76d8dfd086a07176afe7c76c2c61&pii=S0022030225003777&tid=spdf-382efbb7-a1d6-4f41-b781-19e8358449b8&sid=a7207ad273b6724f2b0aca122288c2d2b171gxrqb&type=client&tsoh=d3d3LnNjaWVuY2VkaXJlY3QuY29t&rh=d3d3LnNjaWVuY2VkaXJlY3QuY29t&ua=1d025b5904575e5507&rr=98c582d7cd1560e3&cc=gb


 

If we do not hear from you within the specified time frame, our client reserves the right to pursue all available 

legal remedies in order to put an end to these practices.  

 

Please forward this formal notice to your regular legal counsel so that they may contact us. 

 

We would like to thank you in advance for your attention to this matter and remain at your disposal should you 

require any further information. 

 

Yours faithfully,  

 

François de Cambiaire​ ​ Camilla Michel ​ ​ ​ Clémentine Baldon 

​  

​  
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