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“the view has emerged that humankind will not be able to feed itself unless current 
industrial modes of agriculture are expanded and intensified. This approach is 
wrong and counterproductive and will only serve to exacerbate the problems 
experienced by the current mode of agriculture ... there is a need to encourage a 
major shift from current industrial agriculture to transformative activities such as 
conservation agriculture (agroecology)”  
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“FAO estimates that more than half of the world’s rural poor are livestock farmers and 
pastoralists … We need to make sure that smallholders and pastoralists will not be 
pushed aside by large capital-intensive operations.”

 
“Our inefficient food system is threatening human health and environmental 
sustainability …  
 
The current agribusiness model benefits the few at the expense of the many:  
small-scale farmers, the essence of rural livelihoods and backbone of food 
production for millennia, are under immense stress from land degradation, 
insecure tenure, and a globalized food system that favors concentrated, large-scale, 
and highly mechanized farms.”  
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“Intensive livestock 
production is probably 
the largest sector-
specific source of 
water pollution”   
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“Agriculture and forestry can no longer be treated in isolation. Linking the two is 
imperative for socioeconomic development in the 21st century”. 
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“This transition is viable and necessary whether the starting point is highly specialized 
industrial agriculture or forms of subsistence farming in poor developing countries”.
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“In many countries there is a worrying disconnect between the retail price of 
food and the true cost of its production. As a consequence, food produced at 
great environmental cost in the form of greenhouse gas emissions, water 
pollution, air pollution, and habitat destruction, can appear to be cheaper than 
more sustainably produced alternatives” 
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