
Sentience in pigs 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



What is sentience? 

Evidence for sentience 



Why does sentience matter? 

Sentience in pigs 
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Awareness  

Learning and memory 



Pain 

Emotions 

Conclusion 



The studies in more detail 

Awareness  

Study 1. de Souza et al. 2006: Pigs can recognise each other.  

Study 2. de Groot 2001: Pigs are stressed in the company of pigs which are unfamiliar.  



Isolation and stress 



Learning and memory 
Remembering where food is hidden 

Pigs can exploit the knowledge of other pigs and try to avoid being exploited 

Study 1. Held et al. 2000: Exploiting the knowledge of other pigs  



Training phase – informed pigs 

Pigs have a good spatial memory  

Training phase – non-informed pigs 

Test phase 

Non-informed pigs exploit informed pigs after following them 

Learning and flexibility 



Study 2. Held et al. 2002: Pigs can try to avoid being exploited.  

Behaviour recorded 

Exploited pigs altered their behaviour 

Pigs can learn how to use a mirror image to find the location of food 



 



Pigs can learn to find their way through a maze 





Pain 



Emotions 
Pigs experience negative emotions such as fear 

Some pigs are more fearful than others 



Study 1. Anderson et al. 2000 

Study 2. Brown et al. 2009 



Pigs can experience positive emotions 
Pigs enjoy playing 



Pigs have been found to enjoy a brain-teaser 

The emotional state of pigs is better in enriched environments 





Pigs are affected by the emotions of others.  



 




